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Friday 8th May 2020 
 
From Mrs May 

We are all getting used to our new way of working. I see great lessons as I keep popping in and out 

of the (virtual) classrooms. The children have settled down to their new routines and are responding 

really well to their teachers. I keep getting lovely emails from the teachers who want to share their 

experiences with me and tell me all the wonderful things that are going on every day. I’ve received 

poems, artwork, even videos, and many reports of children making lovely progress.  

Obviously, I am waiting, along with many others, to hear when schools will reopen and how that 

process will be handled. However, at least at Longwood we don’t have to worry about something 

which is a huge problem for many schools. I keep hearing about the need to identify, plan for and 

address the gaps in pupil knowledge that will inevitably occur during a prolonged absence from 

school. In our main school, attendance is extremely high. It’s more or less the same as usual. The 

teachers know who has completed which tasks, what difficulties have been encountered, what 

extension work has been needed, etc. Pre-school attendance has been lower but many of our 

younger pupils are dipping in and out and enjoying the online contact with their teachers and 

friends. Many of them have been completing work that the teachers have been emailing, even if 

they haven’t been online, which is also great. I am proud of the way we have continued to provide 

high quality education for all of the children. 

I hope that our Muslim families are having a good Ramadan and that everyone has a lovely long 

weekend. Enjoy the online VE Day celebrations! 

 

Message from UKS2 

We would like to raise some money for the NHS. We have decided on a fun challenge – we are going 

to climb stairs between us, up to the equivalent height of climbing Mount Everest. Each of us 

(including Mrs Bresler!) will climb between 174 and 290 flights of stairs in our houses. The difference 

depends on the number of steps in each house. We would be grateful for any sponsorship money 

you would like to donate. We a setting up a justgiving page and will share it with you soon. We are 

looking forward to this challenge and see it as a positive way of keeping fit and keeping the 

community spirit alive! 
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News from FS 

I had a lovely email on Tuesday from FS. They were working very hard and wanted to show me their 

beans which they recently planted. They are looking forward to watching them grow. I thought their 

work was great and I thought everyone else might like to see these pictures too.  

 

 

 

FS children have also taken flowers and placed them in water with food colouring, so that they can 

see how the stem takes the water and passes it to the different parts of the flower. Here are Indigo’s 

before and after pictures. 
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Nursery News 

We enjoyed planting sunflowers with Marietta in the sunshine this week. 

   

Congratulations 

In LKS2, Mack, has been recommended for a head teacher’s award for overall effort. He has 

produced many lovely pieces of work recently and is working hard. His poem is particularly worthy of 

a mention.  

Mrs Rastrick has also recommended George for an award for very good effort. He has been trying 

hard in all lessons and has been producing lots of neat work by himself. The recent art lesson also 

inspired George and he’s been very busy working on a few different designs.  

Well done to you both!  

In FW, Carlota made a beautiful rainbow mosaic picture. Mrs Wallis thinks it is excellent and worthy 

of an award, so well done Carlota. 

Mrs Wallis has also highlighted Rohan as always being focused and engaged in all his lessons. This is 

lovely to hear, especially about one of our younger pupils. Great job, Rohan! 

Miss Stentiford received a video of Indigo’s family joining in with learning the days of the week. 

Indigo, her sister Coco and her dad were singing and moving. They are now all the proud owners of a 

head teacher’s award for their enthusiasm and commitment. (That’s the first award to a child from 

another school!)  

Rozalia (FS) also needs a mention for being so organised- everything ready for learning set out at her 

work station, not to mention her continued enthusiasm, joy and concentration. Well done! 

Miss Stentiford has said that generally, all the children need a mention but she can’t nominate all of 

them at once- they have been amazing! How lovely to hear! 
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 10th 
June 

7-9pm in the school 
hall 

Dr Kathy Weston talk 
– “Love Matters: A 
Parent’s Guide To 
Talking To Primary 
Age Children About 
Bodies, Babies and 
Relationships” 

All parents encouraged to 
attend – sorry, but this is 
unsuitable for babies and 
small children. (Details were 
in 28/2 newsletter.) 

Wednesday 24th 
June 

All day LKS2 to Phasels 
Wood 

Details to follow. 

Tuesday 30th June 9.15-10.00 Swimming gala All LKS2 and UKS2 children 
will take part. Parents 
welcome to watch. 

Thursday 2nd July 11-12pm Preschool sports day This will take place on the 
field behind Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre. Parents 
welcome. 

Thursday 2nd July 12-12.45pm  School picnic Everyone to bring a packed 
lunch.  

Thursday 2nd July 12.45-3.30pm Main school sports 
day 

This will take place on the 
field behind Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre. Parents 
welcome. Prize-giving in the 
school playground at the 
end of the afternoon. 

Saturday 4th July Late morning/ early 
afternoon – to be 
confirmed – at 
Longwood 

Longwood fete Please keep the date free. 
Details to follow. 

Thursday 9th July 6-8pm in the hall Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All LKS2 and UKS2 children 
expected to attend with 
their parents. Choir will 
perform at 7pm. 

Wednesday 9th 
Sept 

6pm, FS classroom (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Stentiford and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All FS parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 10th 
Sept 

6pm, FT / FW 
classrooms (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Tomazini or Mrs 
Wallis and learn 
more about how 
Letters and Sounds is 
taught 

All preschool parents 
strongly encouraged to 
attend. Not suitable for 
young children. 

Tuesday 15th Sept 6pm, KS1 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bointon and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All KS1 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Wednesday 16th 
Sept 

6pm, LKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Rastrick and 
learn more about the 
new school year 

All LKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 17th 
Sept 

7pm, UKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bresler and learn 
more about the new 
school year 

All UKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 


